Pvt schools to ‘adopt’ govt schools
as edu dept kicks off pilot project

Shubhra.Pant@timesgroup.com

urgaon: The pilot project
of the Muskan programme,
dertaken by the state di-
rectorate of education, was
icked off in Gurgaon on
'Wednesday at government
iprimary schools in Gairat-
ipur Bas village and Rosewo-
od City, which have been
adopted by Pathways World
School, Aravalis and The He-

expected to bring together
private and government
ischools to uplift the level of
leducation in government
'schools.

“The government is man-
dated to build a certain num-
iber of schools under Right To
Education. In the race for qu-

antity, quality was compro-
‘mised. Therearealotof gaps,
which we hope to bridge by
limplementing this project,”
said P C Meena, the director
or secondary education, Ha-
iryana. He added the project
iwill start with an emphasis
lon infrastructure improve-
ment, and would eventually
laim to accomplish interven-
Ition classrooms and pedago-
igical contribution as well.

There are 14,500 govern-
ment schools in the state, of
which 8,500 are primary. Till
now, about 20-21 private insti-
tutions have come forward to
adopt government schools
lunder the Muskan program-
me. Meena added that besi-
des private schools, private
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UNITED FOR A CAIISE

‘become a part of it

Pvt school students and

art teachers will engage
with government school kids
and paint educational graffiti
(pic above) in classrooms
and other spaces to make
learning more interesting

» The Heritage School, Gurgaon
» Pathways World School, Aravali

The aim of the programme is to improve engagement
and sensitize children. Renovation may eventually

: These :
schools will
adopt5
govt schools

R each

Schools that may soon sign up

Scottish High International, Suncity World, Shiv Nadar, CCA
School, The HDFC School, DPS, Sector 45

Will adopt 2 government schools each

How will the schools benefit

Students from private
schools will also share
study material with children
from government school
Students will share their
toys too, build things like
learning lamps together

organisations can also be a
part of the initiative under

their corporate social re-

sponsibility (CSR) schemes.

Earlier this year in July, the
state government formed a
state-level CSR co-ordination
committee on education,
with an aim to fill funding
gaps in government schools.

The director highlighted
that the Muskan project wo-
uld need each private school
to adopt at least two govern-
mentschoolsintheirvicinity
and sharetheirbest practices
in learning, innovative ideas
and creativity. Students from
private schools can interact
with their counterparts in
government schools, and do-
nate books and toys, besides
building learning spaces in
the campuses with the use of
art, which will make lear-
ning more interactive. “Kno-
wing that bureaucracy in the
system often slows down
such initiatives, we have em-
powered our school heads to
collaborate with industry or-
ganisations and private scho-
ols,” said Meena.

Meanwhile, private scho-
ols are thrilled at the oppor-
tunity. Representatives of
many said they are looking
forward toanenrichingexpe-
riencefortheir students. “We
started working on the Rose-
wood primary school campus
a week ago. I feel the project
will enrich students from
both private and government
schools by bringing together
different lifestyles,” said Ma-
nit Jain, founder, The Herita-
ge School. Pathways has also
been working with govern-
ment schools fora whilenow.
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CCTV cameras to be

installed in all govt
schools in Haryana

Isha Sahni
« isha.sahni@hindustantimes.com

GURGAON: To increase surveil-
lanceinschools, thestate educa-
tion department has decided to
install CCTV cameras in all the
government schools. There are
around 592 govt-run schools in
thecity.

In an order issued last week,
the directorate of school educa-
tion, Haryana, has directed the
districteducation officers(DEO)s
toprepareandsubmitalistofthe
total number of cameras which
will be required in the district.
The district education officials
said they havestarted inspecting
schoolsin Gurgaon and thelist of
requirements will be submitted
with the directorate soon.

“A letter was received by the
department last week from the
stateeducation department. The
work has been assigned to the
officials and we are visiting gov-
ernment schools beforefinalising
the requirements,” said an offi-
cial from the district education
department.

The order does not define the|
exactlocations--classrooms, cor:
ridors ormain gates--where the
cameras will be installed. How-
ever, sources informed that the
footage will be monitored by the,
school headsand the DEO.

“The step is being taken to
check theattendanceof students
and also minimise incidents of}
cheatingduringexams. The per-
ception is that governmen
schools are generally ‘unsafe’fo
children. The CCTV cameras will
increase the parents’ trust in
schools,” the official said.

Thestepisbeinglauded by par-
ents who said this will help in
keeping a tab on their child and
teachers. They said many times,
children complained ofteachers}
missingfrom classor beinglaxin
completing the syllabus. This will
preventsuch instances, they said.

“My son hasoften complained
that his teacher is absent fromy
class which affects hisoverall syl-
labus. The CCTV cameras will
ensurethat both children and the
teachers work seriously,” said|
Ram Prasad of Shivaji Nagar.
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INOWHERE TO GO The city has over 500 government and top private schools,

Ibut none of the them hav

|GURGAON: Differently abled chil-
idren enthused by city resident
Deepa Malik's silver medal in
the recent Rio Paralympics
'would face hurdles at the first
istep itselfas Gurgaon’s private
land government schools lack the
ifacilities for such children.

Facilities for para-athletes
and even regularsportspersons
fare almost non-existent in Gur-
gaon's over 500 government
ischools. Ramesh Sharma, whose
son goes toagovernment school
in Chakkarpur, said even educa-
tional facilitiesarenotuptothe
mark so expecting facilities for
thedifferently abled isafarcry.

“My son has polio, but he
'wants to play cricket. He is tal-
lented like other children, but the
ischool has no facilities. There
jaresome places in Delhi for chil-
dren like him, but I don’t have
the money,” said Sharma, a taxi
idriver. However, even parents
'who may have the resources to
isend their differently abled chil-
idren to private schools would
Jface alackof facilities. Although
thecity boasts of over 50top pri-
vateschools, barringacouple of
them none of these schools are
equipped to handle the sporting
demandsof special or differently
abled children.

Malik, who has visiteda num-
ber ofschools in Delhi-NCR, said
facilities for para-athletes are
non-existent. “We will bring
awareness among schools and
parentssothat para-athletes get
facilities for training,” shesaid.

Private schools said they
focus more on sensitising teach-
ersand students.

“We make sure our students
visitspecial schools. We alsocall
children from these schools to
perform in our school. Some of
our students do summer
‘apprenticeship’ programmesin
schools for differently abled stu-
\dents,”said Rupa Chakravarty,
| Principal, Suncity World School.
Scottish High International

school has no facilities.

¥

School in Sector 10A have
sporting facilities for specal
children, there are none for
differently abled children.
PARVEEN KUMARMT FHOTO

School in Gurgaon is involved
with the Special Olvmpics and
encourages differently abled
children to participate insports.
“We face challenges as far as
infrastructure isconcerned and
this is prevalent across the
board, but the schools are
improving,” said Sudha Goyal,
director, Scottish High Interna-
tional school.

While schools admitted that
there isa need forimprovement,
they alsosaid the numberof dif-
ferently abled children is not
large enough to create special
infrastructure for them.

Aparna Erry, principal, DAV
Public School, Sector 14, said,
“Thegovernment should makea
centralised training centre in the
city where children from all
schools can practice. The
schools can provide them train-
ing and coaches, but govern-
mentwill havetobuild theinfra-
structure.”

My son has polio, but he wants to play cricket.
He is talented like other children, but the

RAMESH SHARMA, whose son goes to agovernment school

porting facilities for differently abled children

ANIL VIJ, Haryana sports minister

"‘We offer same kind of facilities for all, there is no discrimination’

Sportspersons are not offered
fadlities to prepare for an event
like the Paralympics?
Wedosupport Paralympic
sports. We have been sending
teams for the last few years.
The policy is same for the
para-athletes and regular
athletes, butsince these are
highlighted we will ensure
that they are treated equally
as themonetary reward is the
same. We offer the same kind
of facilities forall, thereis no
discrimination at all. The way
India haswon recently, it has

put these sports inadifferent

Malik wants to open sports
academy for differently abled

LeenaDhankhar

« meudanest o mme

GURGAON: Paralympics silver
medal winner Deepa Malik plans
tostart a campaign in Gurgaon
and other parts of Haryana to
provide gyms and others sports
facilities for para-athletes in
schools.

Malik said the government
should helpcreate comfortzones
fordifferently-abled childrenso
that they canexcel in sports. She
said getting medals in any form
of sport is difficult without a
£rass roots movement.

Talking about the campaign,
which shewill launch from next
month, Malik said three parame-
ters -- infrastructure, trainers
and food and nutrition - arevital
for para-athletes to be success-
ful

The sportsperson from Hary-
ana pointed to the lack of facili-
ties for para-athletesin Gurgaon
schools.

“Iwill spread awareness and
runcampaigns topromote para-
sports in thestate and country. I
will encourage targeting the
potential in the children with
special abilities,” she said.

Malik said thesports minister
should hold open house meet-
ings with para-athletes once in
three months. “He should hear

tain the best standards and

light and Iamsure P
ments will take place accord-
ingly too.

What measures are being
to build infrastructure

or such sportspersons?
Weare constructing Para-
lympic Bhawan in Faridabad
thatwill be exclusively for
para-athletes. The infrastruc-
turewill bed d k

willc y invite feed-
backand conduct regular
inspections.

Isthe government planning to
allocate separatefunds for
monetary benefits to such
athletes?

Yes, wedo have different
funds for paraathletesand
thereislotin the pipeline that
weareworkingon. Our dis-

their needs in mind. They will
have lodgingand other facili-
ties too. We willaim tomain-

trictand tee
memberswill ensure their
needs and demands are met.

» Malik (left) said she will ask for a plot of land to develop an

academy for para-athletes.

INFRASTRUCTURE,
TRAINERS AND
NUTRITION ARE VITAL
FOR PARA-ATHLETES,

them regularly toknow thechal-
lengesthey facewhile practising
and deal with them.” shesaid.
The sports policy should be
formed keeping in mind physi-
cally challenged kids, she said.
Malik created history when
she became the first Indian
woman to winamedal in the par-
alympics. Shewon silver in the

Recently, differently abled

sportspersons taking partina

national event had to bear with

unfurnished and unhygienic
ations.

Wehave formed a committee
toensuresuch incidents are
not repeated. Such incidents
help you prepare better for
the futureand henceeven
though they may not have
been pleasant incidents, they
arestill relevant learning
experiences. (Astold to
Leena Dhankar)

SONU MEHTAMMT FILE PHOTD

women's shot put event at the
2016 Rio Paralympies Games fon
which the Haryanagovernmeng
announced a reward of 14 crore;

The government plans a felick
tation ceremony for the athletel

“Iwant to start an academy,
whichwill be first-of-its-kind foi
para-athletes. There will be n
age bar and we want to nurtu
potential athletes who havezes!
to do something in life. Peopl
from the lower income group,
especially women who want to
dosomethingin life, will begiven
aplatform,” shesaid.

Malik said she will ask for a
plot ofland to develop the special
academy for para-athletes.
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Gurgaon schools lack fat:|I|t|es for para-athletes

Facilities for para-athletes and even regular sportspersons are almost non-existent in Gurgaon’s over 500
government schools. (Parveen Kumar/HT Photo)

Differently abled children enthused by city resident Deepa Malik's silver medal in the
recent Rio Paralympics would face hurdles at the first step itself as Gurgaon's private
and government schools lack the facilities to cater to such children.

Facilities for para-athletes and even regular sportspersons are almost non-existent in
Gurgaon's over 500 government schools. Ramesh Sharma, whose son goesto a
government school in Chakkarpur, said even educational facilities are not up to the
mark so expecting facilities for differently abled children is a far cry.

“My son has polio, but he wants to play cricket. He is talented like other children, but the
school has no facilities. There are some places in Delhi for children like him, but | do not
have the money,” said Sharma, a taxi driver.

However, even parents who may have the resources to send their differently abled
children to private schools would face a lack of facilities. Although the city boasts of
over 50 top private schools, barring a couple of them none of these schools are

equipped to handle the sporting demands of special children.
Continued to next page>>



Malik, who has visited a number of schools in Delhi-NCR, said facilities for para-athletes
are non-existent in these schools. “We are going to bring awareness among school
managements and parents so that para-athletes can get facilities for training,” she said.

However, private schools in Gurgaon said they focus more on sensitising teachers and
students about issues involving diffrently abled children.

“We make sure our students visit special schools. We also call the children from these
schools to perform in our school. Some of our students do summer ‘apprenticeship’
programs in schools for differently abled students,” said Rupa Chakravarty, Principal,
Suncity World School.

Scottish High International School in Gurgaon is involved with the Special Olympics and
encourages differently abled children to participate in sports and games. “We face
challenges as far as infrastructure is concerned and this is prevalent across the board,

but the schools are evolving and improving,” said Sudha Goyal, director, Scottish High
International school.

While schools admitted that there is a need for improvement, they also said that the
number of differently abled children in their schools is not large enough to create
special infrastructure for them.

While schools admitted that there is a need for improvement, they also said that the
number of differently abled children in their schools is not large enough to create
special infrastructure for them.

Aparna Erry, principal, DAV Public School, Sector 14, said, “The government should
make a centralised training centre in the city where children from all schools can come
and practice. The schools can provide them training and coaches, but the government
will have to build the enabling environment and infrastructure”

In this vein, Haryana sports minister Anil Vij had recently announced the Haryana
Paralympic Bhawan in Faridabad. He said it will be a centralised facility where
differently abled children from all parts of the state can avail residential and training
facilities. "The state government will do everything to help para-athletes,” he said.
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Teachers back year-long evaluation

over annual exams in CBSE schools
HOW DOES CCE HELP STUDENTS

Shubhra.Pant
@timesgroup.com

Gurgaon: As CBSE sought
online feedback on the com-
prehensive and continuous
evaluation (CCE) in city
schools, teachers, students
and parents have voiced the-
ir thoughts,and the opinion
isdivided.

According to school

principals and - teachers,

CCE must be continued as it
| offers a better system to de-
velop the understanding
among students.

“Imagine someone jud-
ginganemployee and appra-
ising him on the basis of a
single presentation instead

» Teachers evaluate students
~on a day-to-day basis and use

the feedback for improvement

in teaching-learning process

» Students can be assessed
in both scholastic and co- *.

Principals and teachers feel the CCE
must be continued as it offers a better

scholastic areas

- » CCE encourages the students

in forming good study habits
» The feedback can be
effectively used in remedial
teaching to slow learners

What parents say:

system to develop the understanding in
students through continuous evaluation

of his year-round perfor-
mance, That is what the an-
nual examination system
does to students. CCE is a
much better option,” said
Rupa Chakravarty, princi-

Anita Makkar, principal,
HDFC School, Gurgaon, sa-
id, “I am happy with CCE. It
mustbecontinuedasitisthe
best way a student can learn

giving him enough time
and bandwidth to under-
stand a concept.”

However, somefeel that if
CCE has to be implemente-
din all classes as introdu-
cing the students to their
first public exam in Class |
XII is a tad unfair. Several |
parents complained that
CCE putsalotof pressureon
students through projects .
and activities. 1

“It is taxing for stu-
dents,” said Ashima Bad-
han, whose daughter studi-
es in Class VIII. According
to students, CCE has taken
away fun from extracurricu-
lar activities as they are be-
ingevaluated in all spheres.
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Delhi Public School, Sector 45,
Gurgaon holds cultural festlval

Delhi Public School, Sector 45,
Gurgaon, organised its second
annual inter-school cultural
fest, Goonj-2016. In her address,
principal Aditi Misrawelcomed
the guests, judges and students
from participating schools.
Participating studentsshow-
cased theirtalentsinthe catego-
ries— Abhivyakti: Anamalgama-
tion of music, danceand theatre;
Lavanya: Visual art on the
theme Indigenous India;
Drishya: A perspective photog-
raphy on the theme Resurgent
India; Yuvrang: Poetry enact-
ment on the theme Tales from
the Independence Struggle.
Experts from the respective
fieldsand schoolalumniserved
as judges. DPS Gurgaon won
prizes in numerous categories
and secured the first position but
being the hostschool, the Rolling
Trophy was awarded to Indra-
prastha International School.
The eventwassponsored by the
Rising Sun publishers. Mad-
humita Nandi, HOD Artand Anu
Saxena, HOD Music and Dance

proposed vote of thanks.

AMITY INTERNATIONAL
SCHOOL,SECTOR 43

Amity International School, Sec-
tor 43, Gurugram, won the over-
all trophy for ‘Literati’ - the festi-
val of languages and competition
organised by AIS-46. The stu-
dents won the first prize in
Debate, Article Writing, and
French Solo Singing and second
prizein Theatre.

Students thanked chairper-
gon Dr Amita Chauhan for pro-
viding them the platform and
Principal Dr Anshu Arora com-
plimented the students and
teachers for their hard work.

GD GOENEAPUBLIC
SCHOOL, SECTOR 48
GD Goenka Public School, Sec-
tor 48, Gurgoan, held its annual
cultural event “Chanakya- The
Eternal Guru". The event
started with inauguration of the
prand exhibition *Chitrakala’ by
gchool chairman Vipul Garg
accompanied by members ofthe
manapgement Sudesh Sachdeva
and TR Garg, the guest of hon-
our, Bharti Sharma, senior aca-
demics director, GD Goenka
group, and Anuradha Handa,
gchool principal.
‘Chitrakala’waz divided into
three sections starting with an
artistic depiction of the echool

B (CIockwise from top) Amity International School, GD Goenka Public

School, Dehi Public School.

report, followed by a display of
atudents’ paintings and two
murals by students as part of
Integrated Creative Learning
Program for Goenkans. Later,
thelamplighting ceremony was
held, followed by unfurling of the
tricolour. The school orchestra
presented songs et in Swaran-
jali and Teen Tal, followed by the
famous song ‘Hall of Fame’'.
School chairman Vipul Garg
then addressed the audience.
Further, school principal
Anuradha Handa spoke about
the school's achievements.
Eighteen students were given
theScholastic Excellence Award
for excelling in academics for
three consecutive vears. Senior
wingincharge Irina Mukherjes
presented avote of thanks.
Thestatewas brought alive by
danceand drama ‘Chanakya-the
Eternal Guru’ that Kept the audi-
ence captivated till the end.

SUNCITYWORLD
SCHOOL

The three-day Indian Interna-
tional Model United Nations
(IIMUN), 2016 convention was
kicked off on Saturday at Sunc-
ity School, held under the aegis
ofits Gurgaon chapter.

Chief puest Subodh Markan-
dya, genior law yer, author and
judicial activist, 2aid, “I am
enthralled to see today’s chil-

dren. Youngsters today are very
keen to learn, talented and
vibrant and platformslike these
should reach out to every nook
and corner of our country.”
“We need to give our women
equal opportunities. We'll have
to make repional balance in the
society alongside ensuring mass
education and employment, to
make our country developed,”
hesaid, adding, “Wealsoneed to
take proper careof environment,
heritage and water sources.”™
Featuring eight committees
and councils, theconference had
some 400-0dd school level debat-
ers from Aravali International
School (Sector 83), Aravali Inter-
national School{Sector43), Ryan
International School (Farida-
bad), Blue Bells Model School,
Alpine Convent School, Bhatna-
gar International School, Scot-
tish High International School,
Manav Rachna International
Schooland Billabong High Inter-
national School, begides repre-
sentatives from Venkateshwar
International School, Pathways
School, KR Mangalam (GE-II)
and Amity Law College.
Suncity School principal,
Rupa Chakravarty, in her key-
noie address zaid that IIMUN
2016would bealearning experi-
encefor students to understand
current affaire, debate tech-
niques and research skills.

She added that the different
councils had different current
agendas of discussion, including
UNEP for global warming,
DISEC for1SIS, Security Council
for reforms in UN Security
Council, ECOFIN foruse ofcryp-
tocurrency, Lok Sabha for Arti-
cle 370, Joint Crisis Committee
for reworking the Indo-China
War of 1962, Intelligence Com-
mittee for meetingof the intelli-
gence agencies of different
nationsand IP for coverage of the
conference. The attractions of
the opening ceremony were per-

formances by Piyush Chauhan
and Preeti Sharma and The
Guestion Mark Crew {run-
ners-up of Dance plusseason 2).

RYANINTERNATIONAL
SCHOOL, SECTOR 31
Following the vision of chair-
man, Dr AFPinto, Rvan Interna-
tional School, Sector 31, Gur-
paon, held ite achievement
award ceremony ‘Rvan Vista'
(2015-16) at the school.

The programme began with
the pinning of badges and planta-
tlon by guests followed by Bible
reading and prayer gongs. The
ruestzofhonourwere felicitated
with potted plants by school
head Neerja Batra and council
members. Students welcomed
the ruest2 in five languages fol-
lowed by welcome songs by the
choir group. The achievers
received certificates and badges
for performances in various
sphereslike Ryan Scholar, Ora-
tory skills, Avid reader, Scien-
tificskills, Mathematical Skills,
Technology Savvy, Budding Art-
ist, All-rounder’s category ete.

Students delivered a speech
and performed a street play fol-
lowed by a dance. The school
head thanked all parents and
puests and congratulated all.
The programme ended with a
thank you note and singing the
national anthem.

Corporate Office:- 37/24, V-Block, DLF Phase 3, Gurgaon, Haryana, Ph: +91124-4288510

e Gurgaon & Lucknow = Bangalore e Hyderabad e Patna



